
BELTON WOODS GOLF CLUB

MENS SECTION COMPETITION RULES

1
GENERAL

All competitions shall be played in accordance with the Rules of Golf as defined by the Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews.

In addition, all competitions shall be subject to the following specific conditions and Local Rules as defined below or as set out on the rear of the scorecards.  Further or revised Local Rules or other such conditions of a specific competition may be introduced at the discretion of the committee from time to time and will be displayed on the competition notice board.

All competitors are expected to familiarise themselves with these rules and ignorance of any specific competition rule or Local Rule will not be accepted as an excuse for failing to comply.

No competitions shall be arranged or played by members within the club except with the approval and under the control of the competitions and handicapping committee.

Junior members wishing to play as a group in a club competition may do so only if all in the group have a handicap of ten or lower. If this requirement cannot be met then the juniors must play with an adult member of the club.
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ENTERING A COMPETITION

Unless otherwise stated, competitions will only be open to fully paid up members of Belton Woods Golf Club who are in possession of a CONGU handicap, which has been registered with the Handicap Secretary. 

Members whose home club for handicapping purposes is not Belton Woods must produce an “Active” handicap certificate from their home club to the pro shop staff prior to booking in for a competition. They must also inform the Handicap Secretary at Belton Woods of any changes to their handicaps.

The competitor’s name must be entered on the competition entry sheet prior to the closing date as defined for any particular competition.  Entry to the competition will not be allowed after the closing date.

The entry fee for the competition must be paid prior to tee off at the 1st tee.

Professional golfers may, by Captains or Section Committee invitation only, play in Charity, Mixed or friendly competitions. Additional to this courtesy of the course must also be agreed by DeVere Belton Woods Golf Management if the Professional is not a fully paid up member or employee of DeVere Belton Woods.
Amateur \ professional player’s status is defined by the R&A Rules of Amateur Status.

Further to this, if there is a professional player who it is confirmed is awaiting reinstatement of amateur status, they may enter our club competitions. However, any handicap they may have allocated will be considered to be “inactive” until such time as their amateur status is confirmed. 

3
SCORECARDS

The competitor / team is responsible for accurately recording the following information on the scorecard:

Name or names

Current handicaps

Name and date of competition

White \ Yellow Tee’s

The competitor will ensure that the marker has entered the correct gross score for each hole played and that both the player and marker have signed the card prior to returning it to the committee or placing it in the competition box.  Note: Scorecards must be placed in the competition box or handed directly to a member of the committee if there is one so delegated to collect the cards for a specific competition such as an open or invitation days.  On no account should a player hand his card to a third party.  In the case of a betterball competition the marker should clearly identify the player whose score is to count on each hole.

All scorecards must be checked and signed prior to leaving the course.
All competitions other than 3-player or 4-player teams MUST have a marker. That can be any person with a golf handicap, member, guest or visitor. If you do not have a marker you should NOT sign the markers section of the scorecard.
If you pay the competition fee and then have no-one available to score your card, a full refund will be given. If however you choose to play the game and submit your card you will be disqualified without refund.

Unless you have an independent marker there should not be a signature in the “marker” signature section of your scorecard, to do so is to knowingly break rule 6-6 of the R&A Rules of Golf.

4
THE COMPETITION

Each competitor having placed his name on the competition entry sheet will be expected to attend on the day of the event.  Tee off at the allotted time, complete the stipulated round without delay and return his scorecard to the committee.

Penalties: Failure to pay the entrance fee, the return of an incorrect, incomplete or unsigned scorecard will result in disqualification.

In stroke play if a competitor tees off up to five minutes late for his allotted tee time a two shot penalty will be added to his score for the 1st hole. If one of the playing partners has played a second stroke on the 1st hole the latecomer will be disqualified from the competition.

In match play if a competitor tees off up to five minutes late for his allotted tee time the penalty will be the loss of the 1st hole. If a competitor is more than five minutes late for his allotted tee time he will be disqualified and will not be eligible to play at a later time.

If a competitor fails to turn up for a competition without good reason or repeatedly arrives late or fails to finish the stipulated round, he will be banned from taking part in three club competitions. If a competitor persists with these offences a further penalty of a five competition exclusion will apply. Further penalties may include the suspension of handicap.

If a competitor discontinues play for reasons other than those stipulated under Rule 6-8 of the Rules of Golf, and abandons a fellow competitor on the course without a scorer he will be banned for three matches.

A competitor should not discontinue play for reasons other than those stipulated under Rule 6-8 of the Rules of Golf. Persistent failure to finish a competition round without good reason being offered to the Club Committee may result in exclusion from competitions.
Any competitor in a club stroke play competition who fails to return his card will be disqualified.

Exceptions: A player who is unable to attend for genuine reasons must give at least twenty-four hours notice of his inability to play to a committee member or contact the staff in the pro-shop to ask for their name to be removed from a start sheet. It will always remain the players’ responsibility to ensure their name is removed from any start sheet. Doing so within the timescale above will incur no penalty. Where possible the player should also notify his playing partner(s) at the earliest opportunity. Please note that adverse weather other than lightning is not a valid reason for not playing or for failing to complete a round.

Slow Play: Causing delay (slow play) has a detrimental effect on the game of those who are following. To eliminate this at Belton Woods, the following sequence will be adhered to: 

In the first instance the course marshal will speak to the offenders

If they persist with slow play and do not call following players through, they will be reported to the management

If they still persist, the committee will be informed and the members in question will receive a letter from the committee and a possible disqualification from the competition.

5
DECLARING WINNERS
Players Eligible to Win Competitions
To win a Men’s competition, players (both home & away) must hold an “Active” handicap. To win Cup, Trophy or Shield competitions players must also have played in three Belton Woods qualifying competitions prior to the event. The three qualifying events must be played in a rolling year. For match-play knockout competitions both criteria must be in place before the start of the first round.
An Active handicap and three qualifying events will be required for entry into Golfer of the Year and Most Improved Golfer.

Players with “Inactive” handicaps may play in all competitions, with the exception of Match-play knockouts.
The following competitions have handicap limits for winners: Myles Foster Trophy, Nott’s Property Bowl, Tony Roberts Trophy. Any player may enter the competition but the trophy winner will be playing from a handicap of 18 or below.
Club Championship: Following the stipulated number of rounds, the player with the lowest gross score wins the Club Champion Trophy and the player with the lowest nett score wins the Nett Trophy. The same player cannot win both. In the event of a tie for the Club Champion Trophy only, a sudden-death play-off will take place immediately by replaying the 18th hole, then if still tied proceeding up the 1st, 2nd, etc until the winner prevails. If abnormal conditions prohibit immediate play, then it must be completed at the very earliest opportunity. 

Matchplay Competitions: In the event of a tie after the stipulated number of rounds, players must immediately proceed back up the 1st, 2nd etc on a sudden-death matchplay basis with the original handicap allowances in place until the winner prevails. If abnormal conditions prohibit immediate play, then it must be completed at the very earliest opportunity. 

Stroke Play Competitions (other than Club Championships): In the event of a tie after the stipulated number of rounds, all winners and subsequent places shall be decided by countback.

Golfer of the Year (GOY): A league table is built on player’s best 10 placings from 14 qualifying competitions generally played between April and September. Points are awarded on the following basis: 1st receives 20 pts, 2nd receives 19 pts, 3rd receives 18 pts, through to 18th receiving 3 pts. Thereafter each competitor receives 2 pts provided they have not been disqualified. The player with the most points from their best 10 rounds wins the Golfer of the Year Trophy. In the event of a tie for 1st place the winner shall be decided by an 18 holes stableford, full handicap, white tees play-off. The course to be decided by the players.
Most Improved Golfer: Calculated by the Golf 2000 handicapping software using the data stored between 1st October and 30th September

Pairs Winter League: A competition played over ten rounds (winter playing conditions permitting), with the best 6 rounds scoring for final league places. Points are awarded on the following basis: 1st receives 20 pts, 2nd receives 19 pts, 3rd receives 18 pts, through to 18th receiving 3 pts. Thereafter each pairing receives 2 pts provided they have not been disqualified. The top 8 league places are then randomly drawn into a knockout matchplay competition to decide the winning pair. In the event of a tie for 8th place each of the tied pairings will be randomly drawn to play an additional knockout matchplay round to secure the 8th place. 
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PRIZE PRESENTATIONS

In the event of a prize presentation directly following a specific competition, all prize-winners will be expected to be in attendance. In the event of a team or betterball competition, one or more of the winning players may represent the winning group or pair

All competitors and in particular the prize-winners should be suitably attired for presentation. Please Note: Winners of club trophy competitions are expected to attend the end of year golf club presentation night. 

Penalties: Failure of an individual or member of a winning team to be present to collect their prize will result in disqualification and the prize will be awarded to the next placed competitor(s).  Only in exceptional circumstances and with the prior consent of the committee will the above rule be rescinded.

Please note that the committee reserve the right to alter, amend or rescind any of the aforementioned conditions of our competitions at our discretion. However any such alteration will be duly published and posted on the notice board. The committee’s decision will be final on all matters.
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